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Local Climate Champions

It can be difficult to start conversations about climate change, especially with
young people. In this resource, you'll find some handy ideas for conversation
starters, discussion questions and games to help you break the ice.

Conversation starters:

\ ' -

@' Share your favourite outdoor place?
o — What's the best sign you’ve seen at a climate
* strike/in pictures of climate strikes?

Ve

@‘ What about the Earth is most precious to you?

\ ' -

‘,@f What first got you interested in climate action?

Discussion questions:

’ Do you worry about climate change? Why/why not? What would you like to
see done about it?

l ’ Do you think you have ever seen or directly experienced climate change?

. Do you think extreme weather events are getting worse?

’ What motivates you to care about the environment?

, How often do you think about
climate change?




Icebreakers:

f Ball game: Throw a ball (or on Zoom an imaginary ball) around the group
A4 A, andwhen each person holds it they have to say something they hope for in
a future where climate change has been halted (e.g. | hope the street | live
on will have cleaner air)

,f \ Categories game: Choose a letter and race to be the first one to think of
A / X, something beginning with that letter for each category:

e Aclimate solution

e Anendangered species

e A politician

e Away of protesting

e Aclimate impact

e Acause of climate change

e A country experiencing climate impacts
® An eco-friendly product

* An energy source

,f \ Look out the window - what can you see?

A / X, e |etyour eyes follow the movement of nature - leaves blowing in the
wind, birds flying above, grass rustling on the ground.

e What can you see? What can you hear? What can you feel? What can
you smell?

e You might discover a favourite tree, or something you’d like to observe
more closely. This could be a feather, shell, stone, or twig, for example.

y/‘ \ Give the Earth a voice: Turn yourself into anything that is part of our planet
Y. l, that doesn’t normally speak. It could be an animal, it could be a
geographical feature like a mountain or the sea, it could be a machine like a
car or a plane. What do you want to say now you have been given a voice?
What does the world look like from your perspective?




Activities:

Map of the World: Create a map of the world with places that are special to
you or that you have a connection with. These could be places you have
visited, read a book or seen a film about, that you have family in or that are
part of your heritage. What is special about these places?

Letter to the Earth: This is a resource for communities, organisations and
groups (i.e. workplaces, families, social and faith groups) to use as a
stimulus for writing, creating and sharing their Letters to the Earth. A Letter
to the Earth is a creative response to the planetary crisis. It is a way of
expressing what’s important to you: to create a message for a better future.
These activities are designed to take people on a journey where they can
form stronger connections with nature and others, leaving them with a
greater sense of agency and power to make change.

Poetry writing: Jot down some words that came up during the above
activities. Can you use them to write a poem?

Watch a film: Watch climate change themed films produced locally by
young people and youth groups as part of the Youth Climate Film Project,
to stimulate discussion about climate change.

Suggested questions for the group after watching these films:
e Do any words or feelings come into your mind as you watch the video?
e What did you love about the video?

Use tools like mentimeter to get the group answering these questions if
you’re struggling to get a verbal response.

Good luck and have fun!



https://www.letterstotheearth.com/_files/ugd/ae2c08_e1d1100e92ce47d29a38000b4c5ea42c.pdf?index=true
https://www.letterstotheearth.com/_files/ugd/ae2c08_e1d1100e92ce47d29a38000b4c5ea42c.pdf?index=true
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/youthclimatefilmproject

