[bookmark: _Toc188621744]Reporting Template 
Building on our learning and evidence to date and following engagement with our Programme Board, on which there is representation from COSLA, SOLACE, ADES and academia, we have identified a number of key strategic themes which we would like to test with stakeholders with an interest in the Scottish Attainment Challenge, which are noted below: 
· Impact on attainment, health and wellbeing for children and young people living in poverty. 
· Culture/ethos in schools and other settings influenced by SAC. 
· The impact of covid; cost of living crisis and other external factors on the programme. 
· The financial context; budget pressures; additionality; numbers and types of staff funded; how embedded the funding is.  
· Where to direct support/funding (both geographically and in terms of parts of the education system – essentially schools, LAs, the third sector or a combination of them – or other services). 

[bookmark: _Hlk197960269]This feedback will be a key source of information to help inform future planning for approaches to closing the poverty related attainment gap and improve outcomes for children and young people impacted by poverty.

Please expand the text boxes if you wish to write more than is currently available.

Annex A provides some links that may be useful in supporting your response. 


We would welcome your views on these themes and the current mission of the Scottish Attainment Challenge:
“To use education to improve outcomes for children and young people impacted by poverty with a focus on tackling the poverty-related attainment gap to deliver on the Government’s vision of equity and excellence in education.” -  in particular:  
1. What is working well and what actions should Scottish Government and partners either continue to do or do more of? 


 














2. Are there elements of the SAC programme (in terms of SEF, PEF, CECYP, the national programmes and support from Education Scotland Attainment Advisors) or related policies, actions or approaches that the SG and/or partners could consider doing differently or stop? 











3. Are there new or alternative elements to the Scottish Attainment Challenge or related policies, actions or approaches that SG should consider implementing or having SAC link more closely to? 




















4. How can SG, Education Scotland, local government and other partners work differently or better to improve outcomes for children and young people impacted by poverty, and care experienced children and young people and close the poverty related attainment gap?



















5. Do you think Scottish Attainment Challenge funding has had an impact on improving educational outcomes for C&YP to date?
Yes ☐	No ☐
Please feel free to expand your answer:












6. Please use this text box to enter anything else you feel is relevant that we may have missed, this may include any research, evaluation or findings from consultations that you have undertaken which are relevant to this call for evidence. You can attach any published reports, or internal pieces of work you may hold along with your submission.








Annex A


ANNEX A
[bookmark: _BACKGROUND_MATERIAL]BACKGROUND MATERIAL 
The Scottish Attainment Challenge
· The mission of the Scottish Attainment Challenge (SAC) is: to use education to improve outcomes for children and young people impacted by poverty, with a focus on tackling the poverty-related attainment gap. With support of £1 billion over the course of this parliamentary term (2021/2022 – 2025/2026) – increased from £750 million during the last parliament – the SAC programme, from 2022/2023, includes:
· an annual investment of up to £200 million to support children and young people impacted by poverty
· continued empowerment of headteachers through Pupil Equity Funding (PEF) as the primary model for distributing funding to the education system, with funding of approximately £130 million annually to be allocated to 97% of schools
· continued investment to support Care Experienced Children and Young People (CECYP), contributing to keeping the Promise
· continued support of Strategic Equity Funding (SEF) of over £43 million, which will be distributed annually to every local authority based on Children in Low Income Families Data
· investment in national programmes to enhance supports across the system, supporting a range of national initiatives such as youth work and mentoring
· a broader recognition of children and young people’s achievements and attainment through the policies mission to use education to improve outcomes for children and young people impacted by poverty
· Funding allocations for PEF and SEF have been confirmed on a multi-year basis until 2025/2026, giving local authorities and schools certainty to support long term planning. 
· The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills has been clear in Parliament and at the Education, Children and Young People Committee on her intention to continue to fund PEF, SEF and CECYP through 2026/27 to give schools and local authorities certainty of continued support for a further year. 
· The feedback through this call for evidence will help inform plans for beyond that. 




PEF Report
This latest report deepens the understanding of how Pupil Equity Funding is improving outcomes for children and young people impacted by poverty, with a focus on tackling the poverty-related attainment gap. 
Education Scotland and Scottish Government staff engaged with 129 schools across all 32 local authorities to better understand how Pupil Equity Funding (PEF) is being used. We undertook this engagement in order to share the outstanding work taking place in our schools and communities, supported by PEF, with other headteachers, local authorities and key stakeholders, and how that work is improving the educational outcomes of children and young people/families impacted by poverty.
Pupil Equity Funding 2025 Report | Scottish Attainment Challenge | Learning in Scotland | Education Scotland

Framework for Recovery and Accelerating Progress
We published the Scottish Attainment Challenge framework to:
· reinforce our collective commitment to equity in education
· reiterate the respective roles and responsibilities for improvement across the education system
· highlight the SAC logic model as a key resource to help inform approaches to accelerating progress
· encourage partnership working and collaboration at all levels of the education system and with local and third sector partners
· set high expectations for progress in closing the poverty related attainment gap
· require local authorities to set stretch aims for progress in closing the poverty related attainment gap by 2025/26
We published the first set of stretch aims set by local authorities for 2022/23 in December 2022. In December 2023, a summary of stretch aims set by local authorities for 2023/24 to 2025/26 were published.

Attainment Scotland Fund evaluation
We have been evaluating the Attainment Scotland Fund (ASF) since the inception of the Scottish Attainment Challenge. Aiming to provide learning about the overall implementation of the ASF and to assess progress towards its long-term outcomes.  
With the refresh of the Scottish Attainment Challenge in March 2022, the following key documents were developed to support the evaluation:
· the Scottish Attainment Challenge Logic Model - developed through a collaborative process with a range of stakeholders 
· revised Evaluation Strategy for the Attainment Scotland Fund 2022 – 2026 to ensure the evaluation continues to assess progress towards closing the poverty-related attainment gap. The strategy has been developed within the context of the new Scottish Attainment Challenge Mission and offers insights into the operation of the refreshed programme.
· The Attainment Scotland Fund evaluation: implementation and impact report 2024 shares implementation and impact evaluation evidence since the Scottish Attainment Challenge (SAC) refresh in 2022, utilising quantitative evidence gathered via a SAC Local Authority Leads Survey 2024, and qualitative evidence gathered through national stakeholder interviews.
· The third annual evaluation plan for the Attainment Scotland Fund (ASF) 2022 to 2026 which covers 2024 to 2025, the third year of the refreshed Scottish Attainment Challenge. 
· 
Evidence and insights on the poverty-related attainment gap: A presentation
This resource provides a concise and accessible overview of data and trends on the poverty-related attainment gap, and further insights into the impact of poverty on the educational outcomes of children and young people.
Evidence and insights on the poverty-related attainment gap: A presentation | Scottish Attainment Challenge | Learning in Scotland | Education Scotland
