


https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/the-right-to-education/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/girfec/
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https://www.youthlink.scot/what-is-youth-work/
https://cldstandardscouncil.org.uk/about-cld/what-is-community-learning-and-development-cld/
https://www.youthlink.scot/education-skills/youth-work-outcomes-skills/


https://www.education.gov.scot/Documents/btc4.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learners-scotland-matter-national-discussion-summary-report/pages/3/#:~:text=Vision%20Statement%20for%20the%20Future%20of%20Scottish%20Education&text=All%20learners%20are%20supported%20in,inequities%20that%20exist%20or%20arise
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learners-scotland-matter-national-discussion-summary-report/pages/3/#:~:text=Vision%20Statement%20for%20the%20Future%20of%20Scottish%20Education&text=All%20learners%20are%20supported%20in,inequities%20that%20exist%20or%20arise
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learners-scotland-matter-national-discussion-summary-report/pages/3/#:~:text=Vision%20Statement%20for%20the%20Future%20of%20Scottish%20Education&text=All%20learners%20are%20supported%20in,inequities%20that%20exist%20or%20arise
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learners-scotland-matter-national-discussion-education-final-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learners-scotland-matter-national-discussion-education-final-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-equity-funding-national-operational-guidance-2023/
https://www.youthlink.scot/education-skills/scottish-attainment-challenge/


https://www.gov.scot/publications/future-report-independent-review-qualifications-assessment/
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/YLS-response-interim-purpose-and-principles.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/post-school-education-research-and-skills-interim-purpose-and-principles/pages/interim-purpose-and-principles/#:~:text=Research%2C%20teaching%2C%20innovation%20and%20knowledge,live%20and%20work%20in%20Scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/post-school-education-research-and-skills-interim-purpose-and-principles/pages/interim-purpose-and-principles/#:~:text=Research%2C%20teaching%2C%20innovation%20and%20knowledge,live%20and%20work%20in%20Scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/post-school-education-research-and-skills-interim-purpose-and-principles/pages/interim-purpose-and-principles/#:~:text=Research%2C%20teaching%2C%20innovation%20and%20knowledge,live%20and%20work%20in%20Scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/post-school-education-research-and-skills-interim-purpose-and-principles/pages/interim-purpose-and-principles/#:~:text=Research%2C%20teaching%2C%20innovation%20and%20knowledge,live%20and%20work%20in%20Scotland
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/career-review
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/xvync3xg/career-review-final-report-230306-final.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/xvync3xg/career-review-final-report-230306-final.pdf
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https://www.youthlink.scot/education-skills/youth-work-outcomes-skills/
https://www.youthlink.scot/education-skills/education-reform/
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/views-of-young-people-participating-in-youth-work_web.pdf
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/views-of-young-people-participating-in-youth-work_web.pdf
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https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/Extended-consultation-Oct-2023-YLS-response.pdf
https://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/media/2712/life-in-scotland-for-lgbt-young-people-2022-e-use.pdf




excellence in education. We simply cannot show every learner that they matter until 

we demonstrate that all learning matters. 

It will be essential to build on the current role and impact of youth work across the 

learning system - with sustained investment and stronger coordination, to ensure 

young people can access the support they need, where and when they need it. This 

also includes ensuring youth work services and organisations have access to school 

facilities to ensure safe, suitable spaces for youth workers to support and work with 

young people. 

Summary 

Lifelong learning and skills reform has determined that a transformation is needed 

across the system to achieve the collective ambitions for children and young people. 

It has also reinforced that Scottish education needs youth work. Our ambition for an 

interconnected and impactful learning system, that delivers excellence and equity, 

can only be achieved by ensuring that youth work is included as a fundamental 

entitlement for every young person. 

Those tasked with taking forward reform must seek to ensure structural and culture 

change demonstrates parity across all settings and approaches to learning that 

contribute to helping young people develop their knowledge, skills and experiences. 

Youth work must be recognised and resourced as a fundamental element of the 

Scottish learning system. 

Youth workers are in an ideal position to engage with young people and ensure that 

their voice is heard in ongoing discussions and decisions around lifelong learning and 

skills reform. Youthlink Scotland will continue to elevate their voice. In a system that 

places children and young people at the heart, education must hear the voices of 

those who are seldom heard, including those who engage and learn through youth 

work. 

Clear leadership and narrative need to uphold the right of every young person to 

have access to youth work as an integral entitlement within the learner journey. 

Importantly, as we strive to deliver a human-rights-based approach to education, 

collaboration is how we will show all young people they 'matter'. 

For further information, please contact Marielle Bruce, Youth Work and Schools 

Manager, mbruce@youthlink.scot 

mailto:mbruce@youthlink.scot



